FARO COMMUNIQUE 


2020-06 #2 FARO CONVENTION NETWORK 


Experiences COVID-19 

Valeria Pica 


Valeria made a suggestion for the 
People, Places and Stories 
publication in relation to the 
experience of COVID-19. She 
invites a collective article from the 
Faro members about how our 
communities are living and 
experiencing the COVID-19 
pandemic. These short reports can 
answer some questions such as: How 
do you maintain the projects? How 
do your sustain the relationships 
with people, without which the 
projects cannot endure? How to 
make the continuity of the projects 
and relationships possible for the 
next phase of COVID-19? Action: 
An invitation to members to submit 
short (250 words with photo) 
experiences of heritage community 
during COVID-19. Indications are 
that the following will submit 
narratives: Les Oiseaux de Passage, 
Hotel du Nord Fontecchio, PAX, 
Cervia, Viscri and Sanciai can 
submit. If you want to add a COVID- 
19 story please contact: Angel 
Portoles Gorriz aportole(at)uji.es 
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Image: G. Redaelli. Detail: Challenge for civil 
society after COVID-19 


The Faro Convention: 
the way forward with heritage 



An 2020 updated brochure about the Faro Convention 


“ The Faro Convention creates a framework for 
cooperation. Today, civil society and institutions have 
no choice - we need to work together and get going. ” 

Julie de Muer, Marseilles, France. 


Communique -a visibility canal 


Ed Carroll (sanciubendruomene(at)gmail.com) 


What a significant achievement is the Faro 
Convention Network. Imagine starting from 
scratch to develop a committed, dynamic 
membership operating from within pan 
European cultural heritage communities. Yet for 
some time it is clear from exchanges among 
members that it has to grow more in scale, 
scope and visibility. 

To some degree the Communique became 
urgent during COVID-19 and especially now as 
transit from quarantine happens in many 
countries. Communique is a digital platform 
that circulates news and profiles people and 
projects. Its purpose is to increase the visibility 
of the Faro Convention So we propose to 
continue and to produce 3-quarterly 
communique editions each year in addition to 
an end of year face-to-face encounter.. This 
time new features: Faro Chat and Faro Project 
thanks to contributions by Angel Portoles Gorriz 
and Vita Geluniene. 


Council of Europe 
Secretariat 

Francesc Pla 
Jovana Poznan 


The Faro Brochure is a 

new tool to spread the 
message of the Faro 
Convention: Jovana 

Poznan shared links in 
English and French for 
the new brochure. Next 
steps will be to check 
translation procedures 
and to produce locally. 

Interpret Europe (IE): 

A Faro Convention 
presentation was made 
at a recent IE meeting 
and here’s a conference 
with some insightful 
papers. READ 
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Life after COVID-19 


Faro Convention 
Network Meeting #2 - 
2020-05-12 


For those who were not able to 
join the meeting here is a link 
for you to WATCH or LISTEN 


Faro Research 
Webinar #1 -2020-05-21 


The Faro Convention 
Principles and the UN 
Agenda 2030 

We attracted about 25 people to 
join on Zoom, from Armenia, 
Canada and European countries. 
Several people who couldn't 
take part asked for the session to 
be recorded, so you can watch it 
HERE : Blanca Miedes Ugarte 
who took the initiative for the 
first edition has also circulated a 
copy of her presentation which 
you can download HERE : Those 
who, would rather listen please 
do so now: LISTEN 


Rebuilding communities 
after the isolation of 
COVID-19 

FARO COMMUNITIES 


COVID 19 forces heritage 
communities to rethink what they 
do. Giorgia suggests we have the 
chance to see our towns in a 
different way because before we 
were always in a hurry. We can 
pause and to live tourism in a 
different way. Valeria wonders if we 
have yet the data to imagine what 
life will be like after the pandemic. 
Gaia’s sees Cordoba now as a city in 
which tourism has disappeared and 
been replaced by priorities like 
sanitation, health and local food 
production. Heritage too is 
recognized as a rebuilder of 
community proximity. 

Prosper has published a set of 9 (and 
growing) local reflections on his city 
of Venice. Each reveal what has 
emerged once COVID made tourism 
invisible and thus allowed new 
visibilities to emerge. READ 
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Future activities 


STSIAPAN STUREIKA & GAIA 
REDAELLI 



ICOMOS Belarus. Stsiapan reports 
about a new company for public 
participation in cultural heritage. 
One of its aims is to promote the 
Faro Convention. A series of events 
are in progress and in September a 
seminar, "The right for heritage and 
the national heritage list:” 
challenges and solutions" is 
planned. 

Faro Convention Congress. Gaia 
has connected with the World 
Monuments Fund in New York to 
seek support for an exchange about 
the dynamics of public space, 
ecological sustainability after 
COVID 19. It is clear that dynamics 
of social distancing has changed 
interaction but what are the short 
and long term consequences? 
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‘Costur’Project: In Spotlight 

Angel Portoles Gorriz 


“Every stone makes a wall ” 
Expanding participation from 
the experience of the Costur. 

Can heritage be the lever of 
change towards new forms of 
organization and local 
governance? The answer is 
complicated. We usually answer 
it on behalf of other people who 
have not stopped to think about 
it with the same passion with 
which we try to make sense of it. 
And this may be, precisely, one 
of the most important lessons we 
can draw from the possible 
thousand and one answers. 

READ 


Heritage Walks 
Conference, Novi Sad. 

Violeta Derkovic 


Almasani, Novi Sad will continue 
to plan for a real or virtual 
Heritage Walks ConferenceThe 
idea is to imagine how a 
platform like the European 
Capital of Culture can help scale 
up the Faro experience of local 
heritage walks using Faro 
method and tools. Dates set for 
19/20/21-09- 2020. 


Faro in a Suitcase: 

E. Carroll 

edinkaunas(at)gmail. com 


What could a visual, spoken and 
performance Faro showcase 
look like when created in 
tandem between two members? 
Each heritage community will 
post by land its archive (a 
suitcase). Upon arrival, a 
dialogue commences though a 
unpacking, interpretation, 
exhibition and public 
dissemination. Then showcase 
targets local/national media and 
champions Faro -its people, 
places and stories. At present 
there is no budget. Could it be 
an idea for the European 
Heritage Days in September? 


Council of Europe Secretariat 

Francesc PLa and Jovana Poznan 


Faro Convention at Work is the 

draft title of the new book. The draft 
will be circulated and all Faro 
members are invited to submit their 
changes to the text and 
photographs. 

Find your Faro Way: The 

developer has now been selected to 
produce the toolkit and game and 
invite as members to share ideas. 


Faro chat: Angel Portoles 
Gorriz 


Eva Martinez: Training is one of the 
fundamental tasks of the Patrimoni 
project. How do you put it into 
practice? 

Angel: The training in the Patrimoni 
project is characterized by not 
being an end in itself but as a 
practice based learning. When a 
group in Castellon requests specific 
training, it does so within the 
framework of a project under 
development. So the training 
happens in tandem with a longer 
term practice. 

Eva Martinez: In your case you 
speak of horizontality, community 
work. But how do you break with the 
hierarchy? 

Angel: By creating conditions for a 
shared learning. Those who 
participate and those who facilitate 
learn together. In effect, it means 
engaging in the group process and 
adding ones experiences and 
capabilities to those people who are 
in training. In the UJI University 
Extension Program, real effort has to 
be made so that the training is 
tailored to the real experiences and 
knowledge of a group who has 
identified its needs. PEU attaches to 
participate in open and sustained 
processes over time and to 
relationship frameworks based on 
horizontality. 

READ 
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Faro chat: Vita Geluniene 


Eva Jokubas Baltrukonis: As an 

artist, you raise consciousness of the 
level of culture in your area. What is 
the cultural interest of Lower Sanciai? 

Vita: Well what I have been doing 
with other community members for 
the past eight years is to work to 
foster the public creative space and 
care for the resources of collective 
creativity. The old houses, now 
inhabited by the fourth or fifth 
generation of the Sanciai families, 
preserve rich family archives, 
nearly a hundred years of 
architecture, interior details and 
other tangible and intangible 
cultural assets. It is an intimate and 
ordinary culture that is still not 
separate from everyday life. 

Community art enables the 
development of alternatives to 
prevailing trends as they encourage 
the creative work of every citizen, 
regardless of income, education, 
and social status. Co-creation 
eliminates differences and its fruits 
can be enjoyed with others. But this 
requires at least minimal conditions 
- space and resources. 

READ 
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Faro Research Workshop 2020 

Francesc Pla, Prosper Wanner and Ivana Volic Volic 


Because face-to-face contact is unlikely in 2020 unlikely we have to think outside the box! 

Online exchange but with a difference 

It will be planned over a period of a week/fortnight and involve thematic study groups who will 
produce a deliberation on their theme. A possible format is: 

-Opening provocation webinar; 

-Smaller deliberation circle; 

-Closing event and production of deliberation report; 

The topics e but maybe the topics will related to the Action Research seminars that have taken 
place: 

. Community preparedness and post-disaster revitalisation (Fontecchio) 

• Regeneration of communities (Lisbon) 

. Heritage and Participatory Citizenship (Huelva) 

. Tourism, hospitality and alterity economy (Paris) 

Of specific concern will be to address these topics in view of the global context resulting from the 
CoVid-19 crisis: back to business as usual or a truly game changer. 


Webinar on Tourism with the Scope of the Faro Convention 

A critique focused only on economic growth started intensively during the last decade in the 
tourism academia. In order to seem more appealing, tourism development has been shifting its' 
names to 'sustainable', 'inclusive', 'pro-poor', etc., while it still remains growth-oriented market 
activity that favours big companies (in most cases). Currently, the corona crisis has put the finger 
in the eye of the big players, destination managers and governments, and maybe it is the right 
moment to emphasize the practices of humanistic, soft, heritage-based tourism that has respect 
for all actors in the tourism field. Ivana proposes to create the concept of webinar and its' 
moderation. It would be good if we can present a few examples, and as a conclusion, to extract 
the features that make them outstanding example of tourism that is human and heritage sensitive. 

















